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Greeting in Christ!

2021

We often hear people say they would like a little “peace and quiet.” I think we
can all say a hearty “amen” to that, especially with all that is taking place in our
world right now. Yet, I wanted to take a few moments to encourage you today
on this thought of “peace.”
At times, we have wrongly concluded that peace is simply the absence of
conflict of any kind, yet we forget that Jesus came into a world that was filled
with political and moral turmoil. Yet, he was, and is the Prince of Peace!
As Jesus walked the dusty roads, followed by his disciples, everywhere he went
benefitted from the peace he brought into the situation.
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Political and religious leaders may have struggled with having a sense of peace
because he came to restore hope and dignity to society's downtrodden and
forgotten. As he did this, the religious leaders felt their control of the people
slipping away.
Yet, all this time, Jesus knew a day would come that he would be taken out of
this world, and his mission would be left in the hands of the disciples.
He said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid.” (John 14:27 NRSV) He gave them some comforting words, and I
believe these words still apply to us today.
The peace that the world gives is temporary and governed by the events
surrounding us, yet the peace the Lord gives is one that comes from our
innermost being because of his presence.
A painter drew a wild, stormy scene. Heavy black clouds hung overhead; in the
center of the picture, an immense waterfall poured forth vast volumes of water
covered with foam. One could almost hear its unceasing roar, yet perhaps the
first thing to strike the eye was a small bird, perched in a cleft of a huge rock,
absolutely sheltered from all danger, pouring forth its sweet notes of joy. That is
the peace that passes all understanding, the Lord Jesus Christ, the peace of God
in the heart of the redeemed. One can have peace with himself if he has peace
with God.
Remember that the circumstances around you should not dictate your peace. He
is our peace!
In Christ’s Name,
Pastor Sione Tukutau
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COMMITTEE EXPENSES as of March 2021

Conference Apportionment
Communication
Personnel
Education
Caring and Evangelism
Membership Activity
Worship
Board of Trustees
Administration
Finance
Youth/College
TOTAL EXPENSES
GIFTS RECEIVED as of March 2021

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,000.00
253.96
63,308.91
40.35
.00
.00
324.17
31,166.10
2,228.41
197.34
22.97
98,542.21
95,029.77
-3,512.44
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GIVING DURING COVID-19
Over the past year your continued contributions have made it possible to keep our
church staff employed and the church building sanitized and ready as we opened our
doors for smaller groups to continue meeting safely. In 2020 we qualified for the
first round of the Small Business PPP Loan and have recently gotten word we will
receive another, lesser amount from the second round of PPP Loan.
As the Administrative Council approves having more people in worship and we are
moving toward being fully open again, your continued contributions will help these
efforts.
Ways to Give - As you are able
*If you are comfortable attending in-person worship, the offering plates are placed
in the back of the Sanctuary. Your contribution can be placed there when entering
or exiting the service.
*You can mail your check to the church (917 10th Ave, Greeley 80631)
*Online contributions can be made from our website: fumcgreeley.org.
*Another way to give is to use your King Sooper Loyalty card. Make sure you link
your card with First United Methodist Church, Greeley as your charity of choice.
Then each time you shop, King Sooper will donate to FUMC.
*If you shop Amazon, they have an Amazon Smile program. You can list First
United Methodist Church, Greeley as a charity of your choice.
Thank you, FUMC Finance Committee
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Mary Hall
Allen McConnell
Jerry Wassemiller
Betty Ault
Wilda Burkhart
Marian Voelz
David Pringle
Gwen Quick
Jody Scholfield
Georgia Fitch
Angie Rains

Help us celebrate the
birthdays of our church members
who are 80 years old or older.

Gene & Joan Hammer
Jerry & Paulette Johansen

5/16
5/24

57 yrs.
52 yrs.

Bettie Nelson
Jack Robinson

5/01
5/05
5/06
5/10
5/11
5/13
5/13
5/17
5/23
5/23
5/27

87 yrs.
80 yrs.
80 yrs.
91 yrs.
94 yrs.
92 yrs.
80 yrs.
93 yrs.
92 yrs.
80 yrs.
84 yrs.

4/04
4/08

Worship Services Open Up!
At the last Administrative Council meeting, the council voted to open the sanctuary to 25% of capacity
for worship services and funerals. This allows for 160 worshipers with appropriate distancing. The time of
worship remains at 10:00AM. If you are comfortable attending worship in-person, and would like to join us
on Sunday morning, please call the church office at 353-5522 so we can assure you have a spot. The
previous protocol will still be in place. Please wear a mask. Your temperature will be taken when you
arrive. The Council continues to monitor COVID numbers and the advice of Bishop Oliveto and will make
adjustments as needed. Thank you.

ON-LINE DEVOTIONALS
Pastor Sione continues holding 2 online devotionals weekly: Wednesday nights at
7:00PM and Friday mornings at 9:00AM. You can join these live stream devotionals by
going to the church’s Facebook page: facebook.com/fumcgreeleyco OR go to our
website www.fumcgreeley.org and click on the Facebook icon at the top right corner of
the home page. No Facebook account is needed.

The deadline for the June/July Messenger is Monday, May 17th. Articles can
be emailed to Ginger Jansson at tgjansson@gmail.com. If you know of someone
who would like the newsletter emailed to them, please have them send me or the
office their email address.
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United Methodist Women Notes
Let’s get together!
Our leadership team is making plans to start meeting again as a
group starting September 9th at 1:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. We will
continue our meetings the 2nd Thursday of the month.
This first meeting we will be celebrating the birthdays of our
centenarian ladies: Gerry Bertelsen and Evelyn Ward. The program by Dee
Kratochvil and Ulafay Fry is "Treasures of the Past". If you have any heirloom treasures you would like to
bring and share, we would love to see them and hear their stories.
Coming on October 14th the program will be "Our Jerusalem Travels" by Donna Hettinger and Kim
Hilmes with the technical assistance of Mary Elizabeth Hagen.

Pledge reminder!
You can continue to send in a pledge to Marcia Walters, even though we weren't able to have a
pledge service this year. We support programs locally and around the world with our donations. Our
scholarship program is still a part of our giving, even though we were unable to add to it this year.

Calling all readers!
There are books available in the library for those who would like to be a part of the reading
program.
Raylene Shively has stepped down from being president. If you have any questions or concerns,
you may contact anyone else on the leadership team. Meetings will be conducted by the leadership team
members.

Prayers in Christ
Donna Hettinger, Secretary

My 100th Birthday
To all my friends at the First United Methodist Church. I want to thank you for your good thoughts, cards
and flowers.
It was such a blessing and thoughtful of you to think of me in celebrating this milestone. Thanks, Connie,
for singing “Happy Birthday”.
After this past year of 2020 and doing what was required of us to protect ourselves and others, it was
wonderful to be together with family.
This was the first year I remember not going to church on Easter.
My Blessings,
Gerry Bertelsen
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2021 Faith Build
The Local and Global Commission recently received a Thank
You letter from the Greeley Weld Habitat for Humanity for the donation
made towards the 2021 Faith Build. Donations made for Easter and
Christmas offerings are used for the Local and Global Budget.
Here is an excerpt from the letter: “Faith Build is an apt name for this effort. It literally brings together
the strong Faith Community in Weld County and beyond, to build a home. It also reflects on the value of
the faith of our donors, volunteers, staff and partner families has to our mission. Your contribution goes
directly toward helping these families acquire a decent, affordable, and secure home which creates that
pathway out of poverty for them and many generations to come.
The family that GWHFH is partnering with on the 2021 Faith Build consists of Stephanie, her mother
Patricia, and her two daughters, Natalie, who is 10 and Sophia, 6. Stephanie works hard to support her
family while Patricia, who is disabled, cares for the children. They are currently crowded into a 2-bedroom
apartment, the largest they can afford. Their hope for a home of their own is best summed up by Natalie,
in a letter written to the GWHFH Board of Directors. “…I also (have) been dreaming of what it (would) be
like to have our own house for a long time….We continue to pray as a family for our dream to come true.”

Sewing for Service Volunteers Recognized
Every year RSVP (the Retired Senior Volunteer Program) recognizes members who have been
volunteers for 5, 10, 15, etc. years. The hours spent sewing, pinning, tying knots and creating quilts by the
individual members of Sewing for Service are sent to RSVP each month. This year Evelyn Ward was
honored for 25 years of volunteering for RSVP through Sewing for Service. Others who were recognized
were Brenda Grube (15 years), Beth Hyde (10 years), Sue Kropf (10 years) and Doris Biehl (5 years).
Thanks to everyone who is part of Sewing for Service. All RSVP Volunteers in Service received a ‘goody
bag’ at a drive-through event for Volunteer Appreciation on May 1st. Our former pastor, Marcia Shafer, is
the director of RSVP.

6

Angel Bins
Recycle Your Used Shoes!
Paragon Textiles Inc. DBA Samiyatex, the parent company of Angel Bins, has been in the forefront of textile
and shoe recycling for 28 years. Samiyatex has been helping thousands of thrift stores across the USA by
buying their leftover clothing and shoes that would have otherwise gone to the landfills and bringing them
to our LA warehouse where we recycle, wash when possible, pack and ship to various developing nations.
Donna Bartlett is helping her daughter, Darla, collect gently worn athletic shoes. If you would like to
recycle your gently used shoes, please drop them by the church. We have a box in the West Narthex. Please
no shoes with: heels, metal cleats, snow boots, fluffy slippers, shoes with holes, tears, worn soles or missing
laces, thanks.

From The Trustees
Due to our spring snowstorm, the work on the roof has been rescheduled for May 1. The Trustees
continue to finalize bids on replacing the West entrance doors, both in the Narthex and Education wing. If
you would like to contribute to the cost of these two projects, you can make your checks to First United
Methodist Church and write Trustees on the memo line. Mike continues to work on the Trustee repair list,
recently replacing the Formica on the counter in the women’s restroom off Fellowship Hall. Thanks Mike!

Permanent Endowment Fund
The Board of Trustees and Finance Committee are pleased to announce that the Permanent Endowment
Fund (now called Endowment Fund) has been restarted with a $36,000 investment at Edward Jones. The
Trustees are working on guidelines for the use of income made from the fund. If you would like to donate
to the principle of the Endowment Fund, your checks can be made to First United Methodist Church.
Please write “endowment” on the memo line.

A Little Humor
The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he was going to ask the congregation to
come up with more money than they were expecting for repairs to the church building. Therefore,
he was annoyed to find that the regular organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in at
the last minute.
The substitute wanted to know what to play. "Here's a copy of the service," he said impatiently.
"But you'll have to think of something to play after I make the announcement about the finances."
During the service, the minister paused and said, "Brothers and Sisters, we are in great
difficulty; the roof repairs cost twice as much as we expected and we need $4,000 more. Any of
you who can pledge $100 or more, please stand up." At that moment, the substitute organist
played "The Star-Spangled Banner". And that is how the substitute became the regular organist!
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“Can you do me a favor” Scam Alert
The following are excerpts written by Susan Tompor of the Detroit Free Press.
“Sure, you're thinking "Hey, I know quite a few folks who ask for favors and run that scam every
day." But trust us, this one has a new twist.
"Usually, it starts with an email," said Amy Nofziger, AARP fraud expert. The email could look like
it's from your boss, maybe your minister or pastor, maybe the principal of your school. Consumers
are warned that these sorts of scams can start innocently enough.
The message in the initial email might be something like: "Jane, could you please email me back? I
need a favor." Or "Sally, are you available at the moment? I need you to handle a project. Very busy
at the moment. Can't talk. Just send an email when you receive this. Thanks." And remember, the
phishing email is crafted to appear legitimate, often signed by someone we know. So, sure, we want
to help. The email address is even similar to your supervisor's email, too. So many of us don't think
twice.
"We want to please people and we certainly want to please people that are in a position of authority,"
Nofziger said.
Liking to please people, of course, makes you a good target for scammers. Once we respond to the
first email, we're going to get another email. The note could say something like: "Good to hear from
you. I need to get three iTunes gift cards for my niece. It's her birthday but I can't do this now
because I'm currently traveling. Can you get them for me from any store around you? I'll pay back
next week when I get back home."
The AARP Fraud Network said it is seeing an uptick of phishing emails supposedly from your boss,
your minister, the principal of your school, all asking for a favor.
Nofziger said the scam is growing and consumers need to be made more aware of it before it hits
an epidemic level. Consumers can report scams or get more information at
www.aarp.org/FraudWatchNetwork or call the AARP Fraud Watch Network helpline at 877-9083360.
So do yourself a big favor; don't immediately respond to emails asking for a favor. Maybe pick up
the phone first, call the person and ask if they really need any extra help.

FUMC note: Lately this scam has circulated both in email and text form among our congregation
with the scammers pretending to be Pastor Sione. It comes from a phone number that is NOT
Sione’s and the scammer calls him/herself “Reverend”. Please be careful and call the person
“sending the email” to find out if the need is legit.
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