
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           2022 

 

    
        

Celebration 

            Time 
  
                                                                                                    

      10:00 AM Sundays 
 

 
 

  “We are God’s 
  People Sharing the 
  Love of Christ!” 
  
 
 

           Website: 
  www.fumcgreeley.org 

 
 
 

             Email: 
  office@fumcgreeley.org 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Precious Children of God, 

 During the height of the pandemic, I developed an interest in 

gardening. In the fall of 2020, I planted 10 cloves of garlic. In the spring 

I was happy to see 3 shoots of garlic coming up. On July 4th, I proudly 

harvested 3 large bulbs of Garlic. With a 30% success rate, I decided to 

plant 20 cloves last fall. This was not an easy decision for me. For me to 

plant 20 cloves meant that I had to use 2 of the bulbs I had grown. Two 

thirds of my harvest! The hopes of having six bulbs next July made it 

worth the sacrifice. I can’t tell you how elated I was this spring when 

twenty shoots appeared. Sometimes the harvest doesn’t come in the way 

we hoped. Sometimes the harvest exceeds all our expectations. The key 

is, we must keep planting. 

 The same is true in our spiritual life. If we want to have those 

experiences of encountering God in our life, we must tend the soil and 

plant the seeds. We must be ready to move when Jesus walks by. What 

does it look like to be ready? What does it mean to plant seeds, preparing 

for those encounters with God? For me, in part, it means practicing 

spiritual disciplines. My main discipline is looking for “God moments”. I 

try to find 3 reasons to praise God and be thankful for each day. I also 

meditate, prayerfully walk, take a nap when I am worn, read scriptures, 

and participate in a mission or activity that attends to the needs of others 

at least once a month.  

 I would be the first to admit that not every seed I plant grows into 

a God moment. Somedays, 30% would be amazing. In fact, some 

harvests might be closer to 5%. But man, even 5% feeds, strengthens, 

and restores me. Do I wish I would get 20 shoots every time I plant 20 

bulbs? Sure, but the excitement, the gratification, the reward of an 

encounter with God is still worth the effort in smaller harvests. I hope as 

things tend to slow down in the spring and summer, you will invest in 

your spiritual life and engage in new spiritual disciplines. Happy 

planting!  

 

Gratefully yours, 

– Pastor Al 
 

http://www.fumcgreeley.org/
mailto:office@fumcgreeley.org
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            STAFF 
 

Rev. Al Strauss 

Senior Pastor 
 

Kathy Trevino 

Director of Operations 

 

Mardy Gerwig 

Bookkeeper 
 

Nikki Barrios  

Director 

Family Ministries 

 

Travis Kornegay 

Director  

Chancel Choir 
 

Connie Long 

Director 

Alleluia Bell Choir 
 

Travis Kornegay 

Organist 
 

Daniel Mullins 
Accompanist 

 
Evan Messmer 
William Zaggle 

Sound and Media 

 

Mike Villanueva 

Custodian 
 

John Hull 

Security 
 

           Ginger Jansson 
         Newsletter Editor 
      tgjansson@gmail.com 
 

 
  

 

  
 

FUMC FINANCIALS 
 

YEAR TO DATE EXPENSES:  March 2022  
Conference Apportionment   $             1,500.00 
Communication    $                 452.51 
Personnel     $            69,196.12 
Education     $                 128.42 
Caring and Evangelism   $      100.00 
Membership Activity    $                 164.75 
Worship     $       464.52 
Board of Trustees    $           32,898.33 
Administration    $             2,930.84 
Finance     $                 323.78 
Youth/College     $                 (18.25) 

TOTAL EXPENSES:  March 2022   $           108,141.02 
GIFTS RECEIVED     $            75,441.79 
BUDGET BALANCE     $          -32,699.23 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ways to Give - As you are able 
 

   *If you are comfortable attending in-person worship, your contributions 
may be placed in the offering plates.   
   *You can mail your check to the church (917 10th Ave, Greeley 80631)  
   *Online contributions can be made from our website: fumcgreeley.org.   
   *Another way to give is to use your King Soopers Loyalty card.  Make sure 
you link your card with First United Methodist Church, Greeley as your 
charity of choice.  Then each time you shop, King Soopers will donate to 
FUMC.  
   *If you shop Amazon, they have an Amazon Smile program.  You can list 
First United Methodist Church, Greeley as a charity of your choice. 
 

Thank you, FUMC Finance Committee 
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Help us celebrate  

the birthdays  

of our church  

members who  

are 80 years old  

or older. 

 
 

 

   

 

                        

 

 

                          

 

 

Worship Service Attendance 

 
     Knowing you are here is important to us.  There are three Attendance Notebooks available for 
you to register your attendance on Sunday mornings.  You only need to sign in one time!  Knowing 
who is in the building helps us in case of an emergency.  This also gives you an opportunity to update 
our records if there are changes to your phone number or address. 
 

 
 
 

Blessing Box 
 

     Needed items for the red Blessing Box:  Grab and Go food and snacks and travel size hygiene items.   If 
you would like to donate to the Blessing Box, please leave your items in the room across from the office.  
We will make sure the box outside gets filled on a regular basis. 
 
 
 

     The deadline for the SUMMER Messenger is Monday, May 16th.  

Articles can be emailed to Ginger Jansson at tgjansson@gmail.com.  If 

you know of someone who would like the newsletter emailed to them, 

please have them send me or the office their email address. 

 

Mary Hall   5/01    88 yrs. 
Allen McConnell 5/05    81 yrs. 
Betty Ault  5/10     92 yrs. 
Wilda Burkhart 5/11    95 yrs. 
David Pringle 5/13       81 yrs. 
Gwen Quick  5/17       94 yrs. 
Jody Scholfield 5/23       93 yrs. 
Georgia Fitch  5/23       81 yrs. 
 
 

Ed & Myrna Hays                    5/14        50 yrs. 
Gene and Joan Hammer        5/16        58 yrs. 
Paulette & Jerry Johansen     5/24       53 yrs. 
 

mailto:tgjansson@gmail.com
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Update from Habitat for Humanity 

 
     Have you checked out the new Habitat ReStore?  It’s amazing!     The ReStore 

is now located in the Greeley Mall where J.C. Penney’s used to be.  There is 

more space for display, better lighting, photos of Habitat homeowners, and great 

bargains.  Even if you’re not in the market for furniture, tools, cabinets, books, or 

kitchen items, it’s fun to browse and admire the transformation.  The Habitat offices will be moving to the 

ReStore in a few weeks.  Remember, if you have large items to donate, you can call 970-352-1404 to have 

them picked up by Habitat staff.  Every donation helps build a decent and affordable home for a family. 

 The annual Habitat breakfast has been scheduled for Wednesday, July 20, from 6:45 to 8:15 am.  

The theme this year is Building Impact.  Dick Monfort, a Habitat Champion, will speak, as well as Habitat 

homeowners and families.  It is always an inspirational event.  If you would like to attend, please contact 

Marian Ruge, 970-584-4199 or amruge@juno.com. 

 Several members of the Greeley-Weld Habitat for Humanity staff were invited to give presentations 

and participate in panel discussions at the Habitat for Humanity International Global Affiliate Conference in 

Atlanta, Georgia, in April.  Over 300 affiliates from 70 countries attended.  It is a recognition of the 

outstanding work of our local affiliate that they were asked to be part of six panels and presentations.   

 We will be scheduling a Build Day at Habitat soon.  Watch for more details! 

 

 
MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY IN 2022 

 
Place: The Land, east of Denver 

When: June 12-16 

What:  Our group will be working with the leaders at The Land to learn how to 

serve by caring for our earth through sustainable farming and community 

service projects.  For more information on the Land's ministry, click 

here: https://thelandaurora.org/.  Mark your calendars.  Contact Pastor Al for 

more details. 
 

 
     The Education Commission is excited about having VBS once again 

this summer!  The dates and times have been set.  It will be June 6-9 

(Monday through Thursday), from 5 p.m. till 7 p.m.  There will be a 

simple meal served between 5 and 5:30, and the fun activities for VBS 

will be from 5:30 till 7.  Start thinking now about grandchildren, nieces 

and nephews, friends, and neighbors whom you might want to invite.  

Also think about whether you would be willing to volunteer to help in 

any way, for one or all the days.  The theme of this year’s VBS has not 

yet been decided, but it will be fun, as always!  More information to 

follow as the time gets closer. 

 
  

mailto:amruge@juno.com
https://thelandaurora.org/
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     CEMAC will be hosting a church-wide, family movie night on Friday, 

May 13th at 7PM. The featured movie is Goonies.  Popcorn and 

lemonade will be provided. You are welcome to bring your other favorite 

movie snacks.  Grab a pillow/blanket and wear your comfy (family 

friendly) pajamas and join your church family for some fun. 

 
 

UMW Aims Scholarship 

     Did you know the UMW scholarship program through the Aims 

College Foundation has provided much needed funds to students since 

2021? With our congregation’s wonderful help, we have donated over 

$4,936.00.  Each student is given $400 toward their education. When 

we revised our contract with the foundation this year, we added students 

from Greeley high schools along with the alternative schools as in the past. We are striving to continue this 

very valuable mission outreach that benefits students in financial need. 

     We would like to celebrate Mother’s Day during the month of May by accepting scholarship donations in 

honor/memory of mothers, grandmothers, daughters, granddaughters, aunts, college grads and current 

college students.  

     Turn your donations in to Kathy in the church office. She will have forms on hand for you to complete for 

your honoree designation. Checks can be made out to UMW with scholarship on the memo line. Pink forms 

can also be found in the East Narthex. 

     If you have questions, you can contact Donna Hettinger @ 970-330-7878.  Thank You. 

 
 
 

 
  
        

 

Trustee’s Corner  

 
The Trustees are planning a Spring Clean-Day on Saturday May 14

th
.  A 

light breakfast will be served at 8AM to help get us started for the day.  A 

project list is posted in the East Narthex.  We encourage families, small 

groups, committees as well as individuals to sign up for a project or area.  If 

you cannot make it on that Saturday but wish to participate at a different 

time, please indicate that on the project list. 
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Liturgists Wanted! 

   
     The worship committee is looking for Liturgists for the Sunday morning 
worship services.  This includes reading the Call To Worship and Scriptures.  
Kathy will send you a copy of these during the week before your Sunday.  If 
you would like to help, please sign up on the clipboard in the East Narthex.  
 
 
 

HIS Ride 

 
     If you would like to start attending service on Sunday morning and 
need a ride, please call the church office at 970-353-5522.  We will let 
you know what time the bus will be coming to pick you up.    

         If you are interested in driving the bus on Sundays, please call Kathy at the office.  It’s our 
hope to have at least 4 drivers and possibly 1 or 2 back up drivers.  This will allow for you to 
commit to only one Sunday a month for driving. 

 

 

 

 

Bedroom set for sale 

     Lynette Wassemiller has a queen bedroom set for sale. This includes headboard, frame, drawers, two 
nightstands, seven drawer dresser, mattress, two sets of bedding, and full electric blanket. She is asking 
$525 for this set. If you need a bedroom set or know someone who might please contact Lynette at        
970-405-3550. Thank you. 
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      Happenings from Easter Week 
 

   
 

 

 
   

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Seder Meal 

Seder Meal 

Easter 

Egg 

Hunt 

Easter morning children’s message 

Confirmands:  

Macy Ziegler,  

Addy Zielger,  

Averie Grube,  

Zannah Craven 
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